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RAAB CONVALESCING. On September 16, following two 
weeks of satisfactory progress in his recovery process. 
Chancellor Julius Raab was able to get up for the first time. 
After that time he was up every day to continue his pre- 
scribed exercises out of bed. The manifestations of paralysis 
in the right foot have practically disappeared. He has now 
eft the hospital for a prolonged period of convalescence. 


ATOM OFFICIALS VISIT FIGL. Envoy Bernardes of Brazil, 
the President of the Preparatory Commission of the Inter 
national Atomic Energy Authority, accompanied by Dr. Jolles, 
Secretary of the Commission, recently paid a courtesy visit to 
Austrian Foreign Affairs 
New York. 


U.S. AMBASSADOR VISITS PITTERMANN. Freeman Matthews, 

>» new United States Ambassador to Austria, recently paid 
his first official visit to Vice-Chancellor Bruno Pittermann 
and Foreign Minister Leopold Fig] in the absence of Chancel- 
lor Julius Raab. (The photograph shows Mr. Matthews being 
welcomed by the Vice-Chancellor). 


Minister Figl before leaving for 


HELMER VISITS HUNGARIAN APPRENTICES AT HIRTEN- 
BERG. Austrian Minister of the Interior Oskar Helmar recently 
visited the Hungarian apprentices at the Hirtenberg training 
workshop and turned over to them a gift of clothing from the 
International Federation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU). Ina 
brief speech, he expressed his gratitude for being able in this 
way to fulfil some of the wishes of the young people. An 
ICFTU spokesman underlined the symbolic meaning of the 
donation, saying that it represented ‘‘the tie between the 
Hungarian workers and the workers of the whole world.”’ 


AUSTRIAN MEASURES DURING THE HUNGARIAN CRISIS; 
AMBASSADOR MATSCH RESTATES HIS CASE. At the U.N. 
special session on September 13, Mr. Mod, the Hungarian 
representative, alleged that ‘‘Westem imperialistic circles 
sent fascist groups and arms en masse, under cover of the 
Red Cross, from Austria into Hungary.’’ 

In his reply, the Austrian delegate, Ambassador Matsch, 
said that ‘‘...it was originally not the intention of the Austrian 
delegation to participate in the debate. We took note of the 

(Continued on page 2) 
PAYMENTS RESUMED ON AUSTRIAN BONDS. According to 
a recent announcement by the Austrian government and the 
debtor companies payments have been resumed on the fol- 
lowing Austrian Dollar Bond Issues: 

Austrian Government International 
American Issue, Due July 1, 1957. 

Austrian Government Credit Anstalt Bonds 1936 Dollar 
Bonds. 

Province of Lower Austria Secured Sinking Fund 744% 
Bonds, Due December 1, 1950. 

City of Vienna External Loan Sinking Fund 6% (Gold) 
Bonds, Due November 1, 1952. 

Municipality of Graz (Republic of Austria) 8% Mortgage 
Loan (Gold) Bonds, Due November 1, 1954. 

Alpine Montan Steel Corporation and Radmeister Com- 
munity 7% closed First Mortgage Thirty Year Sinking Fund 
(Gold) Bonds, Due March 1, 1955. 

Lower Austrian Hydro-Electric Power Company ‘‘Newag”’ 
642% Twenty year closed First Mortgage Sinking Fund (Gold) 
Bonds, Due August 1, 1944. 

Tyrol Hydro-Electric Power Company 7% Thirty Year 
closed First Mortgage Sinking Fund Bonds, Due May 1, 1955. 

Tyrol Hydro-Electric Power Company 7% Guaranteed 
Secured Mortgage Sinking Fund Bonds, Due February 1, 1952. 

Offers are being made for the resumption of service on or 
payment of all of the above issues. However, attention is 
called to the fact that certain bonds of the above issues, the 
serial numbers of which are listed in the Annex of the Treaty 
between the United States of America and Austria of November 
21, 1956 have to be considered invalidated; invalidated bonds 
are excluded from the offer. 

Copies of the number list of invalidated bonds may be 
obtained from the Austrian Consulate General, 31 East 69th 
Street, New York 21, N.Y. or from the Austrian Embassy, 
2343 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington 8, D.C. 


Loan 1930, 7% 
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“OPEN THE WORLD OF FREEDOM TO YOUTH."’ In a re- 
cent address on ‘‘Youth in Democracy,’’ Austrian State 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs Bruno Kreisky made the fol- 
lowing remarks: 

‘It is not enough to merely teach young people the theory 
of democracy. In a democracy, we must give them practical 
tasks, assign functions to them and give them responsibilities. 
This is an essential part of education in democracy...We have 
all learned what it means to lose democracy as we know that 
freedom is one of the most precious things in life. We came 
to realize this only too well a few months ago when, just a 
few dozen kilometers from here, young people sacrificed their 
lives for goals which seem self-evident to us... 

‘“‘We must make the difference between democracy and 
dictatorship meaningful to youth. For young people in a dic- 
tatorship, freedom is limited to an occasional festival while 
their counterparts in a democracy enjoy it every day. They 
must learn to appreciate it and to make use of it. It is regret- 
table that the example of the Moscow International Youth 
Festival is necessary to demonstrate to the world the meaning 
of a meeting of young persons from all over the world. What 
a meeting of youth from Europe, the Americas and Asia could 
be organized with the money which it costs to hold a single 
day of maneuvers by the armies of Free Europe. 

“‘We should seize the initiative in inviting the youth of 
the totalitarian states to visit us and to participate in such 
a great youth festival. There is no shame in taking over a 
good idea and making a worthy thing out of it. For the youth 
of the dictator countries it would be a great experience to see 
the free play of political ideas in the democratic states and 
to learn how further progress is achieved from the stmggle 
between competing ideas. Young people of Europe and the 
Americas could meet with their counterparts from Asia and 
Africa. It would be easier for these young people from the 
West to overcome the prejudices against white people which 
indisputably exist among colored peoples. Our youth can and 
must show the youth of other continents that our world of 
freedom has much to offer. To be sure, this will be the case 
only when there is freedom from want and from fear.’’ 


Matsch‘s Statement at U. N.(Continued from page 1) 
impressive report of the Special Committee. The report speaks 
for itself. 

‘*We have also had the opportunity to hear the statements 
of the Hungarian representative,’’ the Ambassador continued. 
‘*The Austrian delegation has already had the opportunity 
twice — on 22 November and on 4 December of last year — to 
repudiate emphatically such allegations before the General 
Assembly. I wish to state again that these assertions in no 
way correspond to the facts. As early as October 25, two 
days after the outbreak of the revolution in Hungary, the 
Austrian Government took special measures along the Aus- 
trian-Hungarian frontier in order to tighten the control of 
border traffic. Two days later, on October 27, measures were 
taken along the Western Austrian border to prevent the entry 
of stateless persons, particularly Hungarian emigrants, of 
whom it could be assumed that their coming into Austria 
might somehow be connected with events in Hungary. 


Security Measures Along the Border 


*‘On October 28, the security measures along the Austm- 
Hungarian border were considerably strengthened by the 
establishment of a closed zone. That very same day, the 
diplomatic representatives of the four great Powers, as we]] 
as the Hungarian Minister in Vienna, were informed that this 
was done to protect the independence of Austria and to safe 
guard its neutrality. As is mentioned in paragraph 143 of the 
report of the Special Committee, notice of this step was 
given to the Hungarian Government by the Austrian Legation 
in Budapest on November 3. That this was not done earlier 
was due to the fact that communications between the Aus 
trian Government and the Austrian Legation in Budapest 
were temporarily disrupted by the rebellion. 

‘“‘The Hungarian representative has stated that the 
transport of persons and arms is supposed to have occurred 
under the cover of Red Cross. In this connection I shoud 
like to refer to my intervention before the General Assembly 
on 4 December 1956, in which I already emphasized that 
such allegations are without foundation. It is noteworthy that 
the Kadar Government, on November °: and 23 still evaluated 
Austrian Red Cross assistance in a different manner. At that 
time gratitude was expressed in two verbal notes addressed 
to the Austrian Legation in Budapest in the name of the 
Hungarian Government and of the Hungarian Red Cross for 
the help rendered by the Austrian Red Cross. 


‘*The Hungarian representative has further asserted that 
Hungarian politicians in exile reached Hungary through 
Austria during the revolution. The Austrian attitude with 
regard to this assertion is clearly demonstrated in the case of 
Ferenc Nagy who arrived unexpectedly in Vienna on October 
30 at 9 p.m. Already at the airport, an official had told him 
that he could not stay in Austria, and during his three hours 
of presence in Vienna he was accompanied by two Austrian 
officials. During those three hours he had no opportunity to 
give any instructions by telephone, a fact which was inci- 
dentally confirmed by the Bulgarian representative in his 
statement of September 11. 


General Amnesty Advocated 


“‘As to the draft resolution which is before the Genera! 
Assembly, the Austrian delegation wishes to stress in 
particular one idea contained in paragraph 8 of the operative 
part of the draft resolution. The Austrian Government is of 
the opinion that responsible persons in Budapest could best 
prove their goodwill by granting immediately a general 
amnesty to all those imprisoned and sentenced in connection 
with the events of last year in Hungary. We hope with confi- 
dence that for humanitarian reasons such an appeal will not 
remain unheeded. The Austrian delegation therefore suggests 
the following amendment to paragraph 8: to insert, after 
the words ‘repressive measures against the Hungarian 
people’, the words: 

and as an immediate proof of their goodwill grant 4 
general amnesty to all those imprisoned and sentenced in 


connection with the events of last year in Hungary. 
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SCHILLING 93 PER CENT COVERED. During a recent week, 
bank-note circulation in Austria dropped by 725.2 million 
schillings, bringing the total to 13.65 billion. On the other 
hand, Austria’s gold and foreign-currency reserves again 
registered increases (by 62.2 and 138.5 million schillings, 
respectively). This means that coverage of the Austrian 
schilling by gold and foreign exchange increased from 86.8 to 
92.9 per cent. As a result of this development, the schilling 
is gradually becoming one of the most stable currencies in 
Europ e. 


AUSTRIAN SURPLUS IN EPU. The final August balance of 
the European Payments Union (EPU) showed that Austria, 
for the fourth successive time, had a surplus with the organi- 
zation. The August surplus amounted to 12,335,000 clearing 
dollars, as compared with 16,528,000 in July. During the first 
four months of 1957, there was an Austrian deficit of 20.4 
million clearing dollars in EPU. Of the last-mentioned 
amount, 13.4 million clearing dollars were balanced bilater 
ally in EPU currencies, leaving a deficit of slightly over 
7 million dollars. 

With the onset of the tourist season, however, the 
situation changed and in the next four months a surplus 
totalling 46.5 million dollars was accumulated. This surplus 
was twice as large as that for the combined balances of the 
first four months of the year before deduction of the bilateral 
payments. 


IFA FINANCIAL CONGRESS IN VIENNA. ‘‘Legal Protection 
of the Taxpayer against the Treasury,’’‘‘ The Treatment of the 
Workshop in National and International Tax Law’’ and 
“Taxation of Literary Property’’ were the three subjects 
dealt with at the Eleventh Intemational Congress for Finan- 
cial and Tax Law, which was held in Vienna from September 
16-20. The meeting organized within the framework of the 
International Fiscal Association (IFA), was attended by some 
700 experts on tax law from European and non-European 
countries and was under the honorary sponsorship of Aus..ian 
Minister of Finance Kamitz and Minister of Trade Bock. The 
sessions were held at Vienna University. 

It is the goal of IFA, a consultative organization of the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council which has its 
headquarters at Rotterdam, to collect and compare the tax 
legislation of every country in the world. (In Europe, especi- 
ally, standardization of tax laws is indispensable. Without it 
the goal of a common market will not be feasible. An immedi- 
ate goal of the IFA is to standardize the basic concepts of 
taxation. Attainment of a uniform system is considered to be 
amore distant goal.) 


2,256,657 JOBS. During August, the total number of persons 
employed in Austria increased by 16,301 to reach a total of 
2,256,657 on September 1. This means that from the low of 
1953 through the recent boom years, the number of non- 
independent gainfully employed rose by more than a quarter of 
a million. 


The branches primarily responsible for the employment 
increase were the iron and metal industry, the hotel and 
restaurant businesses and commerce. 


“AMERICA HOUSE'’ NOW OPPOSITE VIENNA OPERA. 
Vienna’s ‘‘America House’’ has now moved from Kaertner 
strasse to the newOpernringhof, opposite the Opera House. 
The new premises were opened by United States Ambassador 
Freeman Matthews and by Austrian Minister of Education 
Drimmel. In the 11 years of its existence, ‘‘America House’’ 
has become a recognized part of Vienna’s cultural life. It 
houses more than 40,000 volumes of literature of all kinds, 
half of them in the English language. It organizes regular 
series of lectures, film presentations, dramatic performances 
and concerts. In addition to its extensive collection of books, 
it offers a wide selection of phonograph records of classical 
and modern music, mainly as performed by American orches- 
tras under outstanding conductors and soloists. 

The institution also boasts a microfilm collection of 
every copy of the ‘‘New York Times’’ from January 1, 1938 
down to the present time. It has loaned more than 1,000 films 
to schools, youth groups, industrial enterprises, professional 
associations and other organizations. It also has 100 pro- 
jectors available to borrowing groups. 

Last year, more than 400,000 readers made use of the 
‘‘America House’’ library and 20,000 borrowed records and 
musical scores. One of the most prominent patrons of the 
institution was the late Austrian President, Dr. Koerner, 
who frequently borrowed books from the library. 


AUSTRIAN TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES. On the 
occasion of his visit to Vienna to attend the Fall Fair, United 
States Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks, speaking at the 
American Pavilion, emphasized the keen interest of the 
United States in trade relations stimulating an extensive 
exchange of goods in both directions. He said that it was 
this interest which accounted for American participation in 
Vienna’s Fairs during recent years. Mr. Weeks said he was 
looking forward to reading the report of the United States 
Trade Commission which had been in Austria since August 
24 and which had held talks with business representatives in 
the Laender. The Secretary of Commerce, who last visited 
Austria ten years ago when he came with a group of indus- 
trialists, said that he was greatly impressed with the progress 
achieved since that time. 


TEXTILE IMPORTS UP. During the first half of 1957, the 
value of textiles imported into Austria exceeded one billion 
schillings (one dollar equals 26 schillings - Ed.). The exact 
figure was 1,001.9 million schillings, which practically 
counterbalances the export surplus which has existed hitherto 
in the textile field. Exports represented a value of 1,057.1 
million schillings, thus exceeding imports by only an insig- 
nificant amount. The ratio for the corresponding period of 
1956 was more favorable for the Austrian balance of trade: 
imports amounting to 817 million as compared to exports in 
the amount of 922.5 million schillings. 

The increase in imports was even more pronounced in 
yarns than in textiles. Yam imports, amounting to 479.3 
million schillings (compared to 380.1 million last year) 
surpassed exports, which amounted to 334.1 million (274 
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million last year). In the case of finished articles, on the 
other hand, imports of 522.6 million (last year, 436.9 million) 
have not yet reached the export level of 723 million (648.4 
million last year). 

The largest import item was cotton cloth, amounting to 
165.2 million, followed by silk and rayonyam s(127.1 million), 
wool fabrics(229 million) and nylon and other synthetic yams 
(83.2 million). 


IMPORTS CONTINUE HIGHER THAN EXPORTS. During the 
first half of 1957, foreign trade continued its upward tendency 
of recent years. The total value of imports was in excess of 
14.4 billion schillings, compared with 12 billion schillings 
in the first half of 1956. The corresponding export figures 
are 12.4 and 10.4 billion schillings respectively. This means 
that there was a deficit of about 2 billion schillings. By far 
the greatest share of surplus in imports (amounting to 1.4 
billion schillings) is assignable to the first quarter of the 
year. Conversely, the import surplus in the second quarter 
amounted to only 0.6 billion and was thus considerably lower 
than in the comparable period of the preceding year. 

The fact that the continued expansion of foreign tradeis 
not a process dependent on prices is proved by the quanti- 
tative index computed on the basis of the situation in 1937. 
According to this index, imports rose from 170 in the first 
half of 1956 to 199 and exports from 220 to 263. 

In the staple foods and delicacies 
accounted for 13.6 per cent, feed and fertilizers for 3.3 per 
cent, raw materials for 32.9 per cent (of which 13.1 per cent 
went for solid fuels), semi-finished goods for 15.1 per cent 
and finished goods for 35.1 per cent. 

In the export field, the principal item was finished 
goods (43.5 per cent), followed by semi-finished goods (28.6 
per cent) and raw materials, including energy (24.1 per cent). 
Most types of export goods, and in particular iron, steel, 
metal goods and industrial machines, showed a pronounced 
upward trend. 

Austrian imports originated mainly in the Federal Re 
public of Germany (43.6 per cent). Next in order came the 
United States (12.6 per cent) and Italy (7.6 per cent). 

Of Austria’s total exports, 23.1 per cent went to the 
German Federal Republic and 17.5 per cent to Italy. The 
proportion of exports to the Soviet Union rose from 1.1 to 
2.1 per cent. 


CHURCH CONSTRUCTION LOAN OVERSUBSCRIBED. 
According to an announcement by the Austrian Kontrolbank, 
subscriptions to the 1957 Church Reconstruction Loan have 
already exceeded the 60-million schilling mark. As a result, 
the limit authorized by the Ministry of Finance has been 
reached and no further subscriptions can be accepted. This 
unexpected early closing of subscriptions was announced 
seven days after they had opened. 


case of imports, 
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AUSTRIAN POSTAL SYSTEM RECEIPTS UP. During the 
first six months of 1957, the Austrian Postal System regis. 
tered an increase in business in all departments, with the 
result that receipts from operations were 87 million schij- 
lings, or 8.7 per cent, higher than in the same period last 
year. (One dollar equals 26 schillings - Ed.). 

The increase in the exchange of mail with foreign 
countries was especially noteworthy: between January 1 and 
July 1, 53.3 million letters were sent abroad (8.6 million, or 
nearly 19 per cent, more than in the first half of 1956). Letters 
reaching Austria from abroad reached a figure of 56.8 million 
(8.1 million, or 16.5 per cent, more than last year). There 
was also a considerable increase in the number of foreign 
parcels processed. The teletype service is proving to be 
extremely popular, domestic service increasing by 10 per 
cent and that with foreign countries by 21 per cent. 

In the field cf telephone communications, the gradua) 
transformation of the telephone network to an automatic basis 
has had favorable results, dial conversations being increased 
by 59 per cent over last year’s volume. Connections to foreign 
countries were also up by 21 per cent. 





The Grossglockner Road at 7,000 feet. These days the six 
millionth passenger checked in at the base toll station. 


SALZBURG TOURIST RECORD. During August, Salzburg 
played host to the largest numberof tourists to visit the city 
since the Festivals have been in existence. A total of 83,661 
visitors were reported during the month, an increase of 20 
per cent over the figure for August 1956. The number of 
Austrian visitors increased by 26.5 per cent, that of foreigners 
by 17.3 per cent. A noteworthy fact is that there was 4 
decrease in visits from overseas, apparently as a result of 
the critical world situation during the period for making 
travel preparations, whereas the flow of visitors from Germany 
and other western European countries showed a sudden 
upsurge. 


JULY TOURIST RECORDS ~ CAMPING POPULAR. Tourist 
statistics for July 1957 show that overnight accommodations 
booked by Austrians and foreigners totalled 6,198,434, or 13 
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oer cent more than in July 1956. The number of accommo 
4ations booked by Austrians rose by 8 per cent, those by 
foreigners by about 17 per cent. 

Nearly all the Laender report substantial increases in 
‘ourist trade. Upper Austria ranks first, with an increase of 
% per cent in overnight accommodations, followed by Carin- 
‘hia and Salzburg (18 per cent each) and Tyrol (17 per cent). 
vienna, alone, registered a decrease. Tyrol accounted for the 
highest proportion of accommodations (34.8 per cent) and 
Zur genland for the lowest (0.1 per cent). 

During July 1957, 121.752 overnight accommodations 
vere provided by tent camps, as against 91,664 in July 1956. 
4 total of 3,369,689 foreigners travelled to Austria in July, 
s compared with 2,991,797 in the corresponding month of 
1956. Of this number, 2,617,361 came by car, 742,073 by 
ain or river and slightly over 10,000 by plane. 

AUSTRIAN TRANSHIPMENTS VIA THE PORT OF TRIESTE. 
Quring the first half of 1957, nearly 1.2 million tons of goods 
were transhipped for Austria via the port of Trieste. This 

fioure represents a slight decrease of about 11 per cent as 
mpared with the same period last year. 

In the first six months of 1957, Austria exported about 

205,000 tons of goods of all kinds through Trieste. As in 
1956, the most important export items were lumber, paper and 
fertilizers. During the same period, a total volume of 993,000 
tons of coal, ore and other commodities were imported into 
Austria via this port. 
RECORD PRODUCTION AT VOeEST. At the Vienna Fair 
pavilion ofthe United Austrian Iron and Steel Works (VOeEST). 
spokesmen of the company announced that it was now em- 
ploying about 19,000 workmen. 

VOeEST put its first open-hearth furnace into operation 
in 1947. Using this unit along with two other electric fur 
naces, the company then had a capacity of 20,000 tons of raw 
steel. Since that time, a 1.75 billion schilling investment 
program has been carried out, with the result that the com- 
pany’s production has now been raised to 1.7 million tons of 
coke, 1.2 million tons of pig iron and 881,000 tons of raw 
steel. The value of last year’s production was over 4 billion 
schillings (One dollar equals 26 schillings - Ed.). 

It is planned to invest a further 1.7 billion schillings by 
1959 and the plant management hopes that even by next year 
it will be possible to produce 1.8 million tons of pig iron and 
1.2 million tons of raw steel. Under the new investment pro- 
gram, a rolling mill will be added, the steel plant expanded 
and the harbor facilities extended. In view of the situation on 
the world market, VOeEST has the task of marketing first- 
dass finished products along with its foundry products in 
rder that there may be no decline in its export activity. 
An extremely productive segment of its output is manufac 
uring of lathes. ) 

AUSTRIAN MACHINERY EXPORTS BOOSTED 23 PER 
CENT OVER 1956. According to a comparative survey of 
1956/57 developments in the machine manufacturing sector, 
Austrian machinery exports in the first half of 1957 reached 
4 overall value of approximately 929,13 million schillings 
8&8 against 754.02 million schillings in the firsthalf of 1956. 
The resulting increase in exports amounts to 23 per cent. 





EXPORTS OF CHEMICAL PRODUCTS IN 1957 INCREASED 
BY 18 PER CENT. Recent reports on current trade results of 
the Austrian chemical industry reveal an 18 per cent increase 
of exports against last year. Shipments of chemical products 
in the first half of 1957 netted 822.3 million schillings in 
comparison with exports receipts totalling 697.1 million 
schillings in the corresponding period of 1956. 


AUSTRIAN SHIPBUILDING MATERIALS APPROVED FOR 
LLOYD'S REGISTER. As a result of rigid material and pro- 
duction tests, the ship building materials manufactured by the | 
Woerdern Iron Works in Lower Austria have been accepted for 
entry in Lloyd’s Register. Their certification of standard 
quality, connected with this registration, affords the Woerdem 
products an opportunity of participating in international com- 
petition throughout the world. Newly mounted installations of 
the plant include a four-stand billet and sheet bar mill, to 

produce among other sections specifically shipbuilding plates, 
and a recently commissioned Siemens-Martin fumace, the 
fourth of this type in Woerdem, which is expected to boost 
the works’ overall steel production by approximately 5,000 

tons to a monthly total of over 15,000 tons. As of December 
1957, the output is scheduled to increase to between 8,000 
and 10,000 tons of shipbuilding plates and 10,000 to 14,000 
tons of structural steel and other sections. 


BAD GASTEIN RADIO STATION FACILITIES AUGMENTED. 
The Austrian Postal Telegraph Department is currently 
expanding the technical and broadcasting facilities of the 
local radio network at Bad Gastein. The unit is being en- 
larged so that it may be ready for service for the world alpine 
skiing championships in February 1958. It is planned to in- 
stall modern broadcasting facilities adjacent to the grand 
stand in the area. The facilities will be used by Austrian 
and foreign radio reporters. Housed in a wooden structure of 
approximately 2,000 square feet, it will include 11 control 
rooms, 2 cutting rooms, 5 studios and a central control panel. 


POSTWAR AUSTRIANS SMOKE LESS. The Austrian Tobacco 
Monopoly expects that the figure for cigarette sales this year 
will reach the eight-hillion mark, or 4.5 per cent more than 
last year. Nevertheless, tobacco consumption in Austria has 
not yet reached the 1930 level. 

The present per capita consumption of cigarettes in 
Austria is 1200 annually (as compared with 3,300 in the 
United States). The value of this year’s sales hy the Monopoly 
is estimated at 2.5 billion schillings, 1.28 billion of which 
will go to the Federal Government in taxes. 


‘‘FOOL’S PARADISE’’ FOR TIRED EXECUTIVES. In the 
Triesting valley in Lower Austria, not far from the town of 
Hainfeld, a Vienna executive, acting on the advice of busi- 
ness friends who had been his non-paying guests, has open- 
eda much talked-about rest home. The price of room and 
board at his farm includes mowing, milking, feeding the 
animals, ploughing and fishing, The guests are free to do 
what they please and whatever they enjoy. The activities in 
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mostly things which they know only 
hearsay. There is no regular daily schedule and if a 
guest wants his breakfast at 11 a.m. this, too, can be ar 
ranged. 

The property, situated 2000 ft. above sea-level, was 
acquired about six years ago by Herr Nierich, an engineer. 
He had the place renovated, installing all kinds of con- 
veniences, including hot water and central heating. Since 
then, the farmers in the surrounding area have named it the 
‘*Narrenhof’’ (F'ool’s Farm). Telephone, radio and television 
are taboo at this executives’ retreat. There is no telephone 
and the single radio set is kept hidden for emergency use 
only. Even the Postal Department delivers there only twice 
a week. Gourmets appreciate the fact that food at thefarm, 
as a matter of principle, is prepared only over a wood fire. 
Their enjoyment is all the greater in their realization that 
they can take their meals undisturbed and ‘‘away from it all.’”’ 

Of course, this ‘‘Executives’ Haven,’’ with its 150-odd 
acres, 12 cows and 12 paying guests, is only a modest be- 
ginning. It is soon to be expanded to a capacity of 60 beds. 


As like as not, it will also set a pattern for other, similar 
retreats, 


THE GMUNDEN SHOEMAKER, A DO-IT-YOURSELF FLYER. 
It was a great moment for master shoemaker Wojacek of 
Gmunden, Upper Austria, when his plane, the ‘‘Jodel Club,”’ 
recently took off on its maiden flight from the runway at Linz 
airport. He is probably the only shoemaker in Austria who has 
a plane of his own. It was thanks to his tenacity and manual 
skill that Wojacek was able to become the owner of an air 
plane. The ‘‘Jodel Club,’”’ is a ‘‘do-it-yourself’’ endeavor. 
Having learned, toward the end of the occupation, that the 
Americans wanted to sell a surplus Army aircraft-engine, he 
proceeded to acquire it along with the construction designs 
for a French type of plane. He then joined forces with a 
friend who shared his passion for flying. 

The two began to collect spare ironmongery and gradually 
acquired the materials they needed for the construction of a 
small plane. They spent every spare moment in the attic of a 
house in Gmunden which was loaned them as a workshop. 
After more than a year of work, the ‘‘Jodel Club’’ was 
finally completed. The construction of the craft, which would 
have cost not less than 120,000 schillings new, ran them a 
grand total of 25,000 schillings (less than 1,000 dollars). 

A test flight showed that the plane, which has a wing 
span of 27% feet and a length of about 20 feet, can reach a 
speed of 100 miles per hour. 


PROF. FRANKL TO LECTURE HERE. Professor Viktor 
Frank] of Vienna University and head of the Neurological 
Polyclinic has been invited by scientific societies of three 
continents to lecture on his research in the field of psycho- 
therapy. He is to speak at Harvard, Columbia, Yale and 
Princeton, at the University of Melbourne, to the New Zea- 
land Psychiatric Society, to the Indian Neurological Society 
and to the Psychological Society at Colombo in Ceylon. He is 
leaving for the United States shortly and will then proceed 
to Australia via Honolulu. 


a 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM OF PSYCHIATRISTS Ar 
VIENNA UNIVERSITY. Vienna was represented at the Intep 
national Psychiatric Congress, held at Zurich last August, 
by Professors Stransky, Hoff and Amold who deliveres 
lectures and reports on schizophrenia, the principal subje: 
of the meeting. The remarks of Professor Stransky, dealing 
with hte evolution of the concept of schizophrenia, met with 
particular interest. (It was Stransky, who more than four 
decades ago, established the concept of schizophrenia, which 
is today completely accepted. At the time, he had to defend 
his views against the opposition of leading German an 
Austrian psychiatrists.) Professors Hoff and Arnold dis- 





Cho! 
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cussedthe diceased brain metabolims of the schizophrenic anim 


the effects of insulin on the chemistry of the brain cells. 

On September 12, and to some extent as a continuation 
of the Zurich congress, a symposium organized by Professor 
Hoff was opened at the Vienna Psychiatric Clinic to deal 
with insulin shock treatment. The symposium was also the 
occassion for commemorating the first practical tests thir) 
years ago by Dr. Manfred Sakel of the method which he had 
proposed, under the sponsorship of the then head of the 
Vienna Clinic, Professor Poetzl. Dr. Sakel was himself one 
of the speakers at the symposium, which was attended by 
psychiatrists from the United States, England, Norway, Japan 
Argentina, Brazil, Israel, Hungary and Turkey. 


1960: “INTERNATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH YEAR.” The 


World Federation for Mental Health, whose Vice-President is 


Professor Hans Hoff, head of the Vienna Psychiatric Clinic, q 
has decided to hold the Federation’s next congress at Viennafi 


in August 1958. The organization’s congress of four years 
ago was held in the same city. (This decision was taken in 
recognition of the exemplary work of Austrian mental hygiene 
specialists in their treatment of refugees from Hungary 
ordinarily, it is not the practice to hold the congress twice 
in the same city during a relatively short period.) It is 
expected that five hundred delegates from forty countries will 
attend the congress, which will be devoted to the subjec! 


‘*Uprooting and Reincorpuration.’’ It is felt that there is nog: 


better place to discuss this question than in Austria, where 
the problems of the unfortunate uprooted Hungarian refuzees 
are ever present. 


“‘BEAUTIFUL BLUE DANUBE" TO STAR IN FILM. It is 
reported that the team sent by Walt Disney to make a film 
about the Danube and the people inhabitingits banks consists 
of only three persons: Herbert Knapp, the cameraman, his 
wife Gertrude, and Ferdinand Dittmar, a young photographer 


from Munich. The team has been wandering up and down the# 


Danube for the past two years, filming hilly vineyards an 
picturesque folk festivals. For the sake of local color, they 
have taken some geographical license. For instance, Knap) 
and his two associates went to Tamsweg (which is not 0 
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Danube at all) in order to film the ‘‘Breberschiessen’’. 
This is an historic contest in which the marksmen aim not at 
the target but at the reflection of the target in water: if the 
hullet hits its mark, it ricochets from the surface of the water 
and hits the target in the bull’s eye.) 


1958 VIENNA FESTIVAL WEEKS: FIRST EUROPEAN CHO- 






































Te @ pus FESTIVAL. The 1957/58 concert season is marked by 
-_ he forthcoming event of the 100th anniversary of the foundation 
‘Ne @ of the famous choir of the Vienna Musikverein, known under 
Wl B he name of ‘‘Singverein der Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde’’ 
for Choral Association of the Society of Friends of Music). To 
hic mmemorate this jubilee, the programme of the 1958 Vienna 
fend Festival Weeks (June 1 to 22) will inaugurate a ‘‘European 
_ chorus Festival’’. Invitations for participation in the first 
dis presentation of the new festival event have been extended 
the Huddersfield Choral Society, the Prague Philharmonic 
‘chorus, the choruses of the Cologne, Hamburg, Rome and 
‘G00 Bruin broadcasting stations, and the Choir of the Vatican’s 
ni Sistine Chapel. 
pe: The musical direction of the concerts to be given within 
- the framework of the first ‘‘European Chorus Festival’’ has 
re been assigned to the conductors Bruno Walter, Herbert von 
18° cera jan, Josef Krips, Carlo Maria Guilini, Wolfgang Sawallisch, 
” Karel Ancerl, Sir Malcolm Sargent, Joseph Keilberth, Hein- 
a ich Hollreiser and Hans Swarowsky. The programme selected 
0 includes the following works: Johann Sebastian Bach’s 
- ‘High Mass’’; Johannes Brahms’ ‘‘Requiem’’; Anton Bnick- 
ner’s ‘*Te Deum’; Anton Dvorak’s ‘‘Stabat Mater’’; Georg 
The Friedrich Haendel’s ‘‘Messiah’’; Joseph Haydn’s ‘‘Jahres- 
 Breiten’’; Arthur Honegger’s ‘‘Koenig David’’ and ‘*Totentanz’’ 
coh: Gustav Mahler’s ‘‘EFighth Symphony’’; Carl Orff’s ‘‘Carmina 
we Burana’’; Hans Pfitzner’s ‘‘Von deutscher Seele’’; Franz 
ne Schmidt’s ‘‘Buch mit Sieben Siegeln’’; Robert Schumann’s 
ts “Das Paradies und die Peri’’; Igor Stravinsky’s ‘‘Oedipus 
sees Rex’’ and ‘*‘Les Noces’’; Gabriel Faure’s ‘‘Requiem’; Leo 
nee Janacek’s ‘‘Missa Glagolskaja”; and William Walton’s 
aha ‘Belshazzar’s Feast’’. 
It is§"MUSIC OF THE NATIONS."’ Vienna’s Konzerthaus is 
| willMoffering seven subscription series for its 1957-58 season. 
bjectThe first series, or cycle, will feature early masterpieces 
is n0M@and will open with an all-Vivaldi concert by Renato Fasano’s 
yherelVirtuosidi Roma.’’ This will be followed by a performance 
1g€€S@of 16th century Austrian music by the Vienna ChamberChorus, 
2 Bach program by the Stuttgart Chamber Orchestra, the 
It is Z2ereb Soloists,’’ the “Convivium Musicum”? of Munich and 
qin? further apperance of the Vienna Chamber Chorus (in 
sistsntatas by Bach and Schuetz). The Beethoven series (Cycle 
_ his) will consist mainly of sonata performances, with Wolfgang 
apher Schneiderhan, Carl Seemann, Enrico Mainardi, Carlo Zecchi, 
n the™\athan Milstein and Robert Casadesus as performers. Rudolf 
- anikempe will conduct Beethoven’s ‘‘Ninth’’ and Lorin Maazel 
they™me ‘‘Seventh.’”? Maazel will also conduct Bartok’s Second 
cnapp?iano Concerto. Cycle II will close with performances by 
ot onmSchneiderhan and Casadesus of violin and piano concertos. 





Cycle III will present ‘‘Masterpieces of Romantic Music’’ as 





The ‘ 


performed by ensembles other than orchestras. The first 
group to appear will be the ‘‘Trio di Trieste,’’ followed by a 
solo recital by Alexander Brailowsky and Lieder recitals by 
Anton Dermota, Irmgard Seefried, Dietrich FischerDieskau 
and Christa Ludwig. Joerg Demus’ piano recital will be 
devoted to ‘‘Twentieth-century Romanticism’ and will im 
clude works by Ravel, Berg, Janacek, Reger and Franz 
Schmidt. Cycle IV will be keyed to the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of the ‘“‘Wiener Singakademie.’’ This choral 
group, supported by the Vienna Symphony Orchestra, will 
perform Handel’s ‘‘The Messiah,’’ Haydn’s ‘‘The Seasons’’ 








‘Schlossalm’’ near Bad Gastein. This is one of the scenes 
where in February,1958, the world’s ski champions will be tes 


ted under the auspices of the F. |. S. 





Verdi’s ‘‘Requiem,’’ Mendelssohn’s ‘‘Elijah,’’ Mahler’s 
second Symphony and Hindemith’s ‘‘Ein Requiem denen, de 
wir lieben.’’ The New Music Series (Cycle V) will be con- 
ducted hy Paul Sacher, Lorin Maazel, Ataulfo Argenta and 
Miltiades Caridis. In addition to an all-De Falla concert, the 
cycle will offerworks by outstanding composers of the modem 
period, including Stravinsky, Honegger and Martin. Cycle VII 
will offer a richly varied programof modem and older music. 

In Cycle VI, the Vienna Konzerthaus Quartet will 
perform chamber music by the Romantic composers. Among 
the special concerts, there is to be a guest appearance of the 
Royal Philharmonic of London under the baton of Sir Thomas 
Beecham. 
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